Minutes of Portree Primary School Parent Council

Tuesday 30th April 2013 at 7.00 pm

Present
Helen Gilpin (Chair and Parent Rep), Debbie MacDonald (Vice-Chair and Parent Rep.), Moreen Pringle (secretary and parent rep.), Kathleen MacLean (Treasurer and Parent rep.), Mairi MacLeod (Parent rep), Sandra Dickson (parent rep.), Angela Smith (parent rep.),  Kirsty MacAskill (Parent rep), Ingrid Bruce (Parent rep.), Andrew Shaw (Parent rep.),  Isobel MacLeod (parent rep.),   John Finlayson (Head Teacher), Neilian MacKenzie (Teacher rep), 
1
Apologies
Maureen MacLean (Parent rep), Flora MacDougall (Depute Head Teacher), Gail Tennant (Teacher rep),

2
Minutes of last Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting held in March were approved as being accurate by Kathleen MacLean and seconded by Ingrid Bruce.
3
Matters Arising

We are still waiting for the Collie MacKenzie Project to come back to us regarding the grant towards the book they are hoping to produce.

There were no other matters arising not already on the agenda
4
Treasurer’s Report
Kathleen advised that we currently have £913.17 in our account. This included the £214 made in the raffle at the Singing Showcase.  
£180 was due to be paid out in respect of  the annual donation to the children going on the P7 trip.

5
Fundraising Plans – Soup and Pudding Event
Following discussion, it was agreed that we would hold the Soup and Pudding Event in the Primary School on Saturday 25th May and would combine it with a car boot sale.
Plans were made as follows:

· The event would take place from 12.00 noon – 2.00 pm at the Primary School;

· People would be charged £6.00 for a slot at the car boot sale in the playground;

· We would ask for suggested donations of £5 adult and £2 child for the Soup & Pudding;

· Parent Council members would be responsible for providing the soups for the event (see below) and would also bring along bread;

· Donations of puddings and baking would be invited from parents; 

· Moreen would prepare a flyer for issue to all parents and also do posters for putting up in the village;

· John would contact Cuillin FM to ask them to advertise event;

· John would organise the school/kitchen let and see if Barbara was available to help out as she was invaluable last year;

· Kathleen would organise a float and would also purchase tea, coffee, diluting juice, milk, napkins and butter portions;

· Parent council members able to help on the day should try to be at the School from 10.00 am onwards to get set up etc.  P7 pupils would also be asked to assist.

The following people agreed to make the following:

Soup:

Isobel


-

Chicken Broth

Kathleen

-

Sweet Potato & Coconut

Ingrid


-

Squash, Carrot and Lentil

Debbie


-

Leek & Potato

Neilian


-

Tomato

Mairi


-

TBC

Moreen


-

TBC

Helen


-

TBC

Andrew


-

TBC

Pudding:

Angela


-

TBC

Kirsty


-

TBC

John


-

TBC

Soups should be made with gluten free and/or vegetarian stock where possible, but ok to use meat based stock as long as we know to mark it as not suitable for vegetarians.  All soups should be clearly labelled as to what variety they are.
6
Playground Project

Kay MacDonald had asked Helen to pass on her special thanks, on behalf of Fiona, to the Parent Council for the Playground equipment which Fiona is really enjoying.  It is fun and inclusive.
Fiona Gillies is going to prepare a plan/design for the playground painting of games etc.

John advised that plans for the installation of an All Weather Sports area in the playground (in place of the tarred football area which they used at present) are going well. A large amount of funding has already been sourced and further grant applications are to be made. He is still waiting for approval from the Highland Council and it was agreed that Helen would email regarding this.
7
Bus/Parking Issues: Update
Things have definitely improved … although a lot of this might be due to the better weather.  However not many parents are using the drop-off zone down at the Community centre and this would be highlighted in the next newsletter.  The Pupil Council were also intending to write to parents about the parking, road awareness etc.
It was agreed that it would be good to put something in the P1 Brochure for new parents explaining how the drop off / pick up at the school works (no loitering, no parking on yellow lines etc).

8
Curriculum for Excellence 
Ingrid had recently received the following documents from Calum MacSween:
a) Profiling Paper

b) Understanding of Democratic Processes

· Successful Learner

· Confident Individuals

· Effective Contributors

· Responsible Citizens

It was agreed that she would forward a copy to John for putting on the School Website.

There had recently been a meeting of the Highland Council Adult & Children’s Services Committee which included presentations from James Vance, Head Teacher at Culloden High School and Donnie MacLeod, Head Teacher at Tain Royal Academy.  A Webcast of the meeting/presentations is available on the Highland Council Website and Ingrid advised parents to have a look as it was really interesting and informative (especially for those with children in High School).

There was also a Youth Philanthropy presentation by S2 pupils in Tain Royal Academy showing Curriculum for Excellent in action.

9  
Leavers Sweatshirts
Helen suggested that it might be a good idea for pupils in P7 to get Leavers Sweatshirts (she has seen this done in other Schools).  They get a hoody with the School logo, their name and leaving year on it.

She had got quotes from Artysans in Inverness (who have been used before and are reliable and good value).  They had said they could do them for £12.06 each.

It was agreed that this was a good idea – a note would go home to parents of P7 pupils to see if they wished to purchase a hoody  and, if so, get the details to go on  it (name etc).  Parents would be asked to pay £10 towards the sweatshirt and the Parent Council would contribute the £2.06.
10
 Staff Update + vacancy management and authority support
Marion MacPherson is covering Lorraine Munro’s  maternity leave 
Dawn Daughtrey  has been appointed as a Nursery Auxiliary.

Jessie is coming back to work in August. Her post is not being advertised.  Morag Murray will cover until mid-June then Katie will take over on her return from maternity leave.

Gail Tennant’s probation year with the School will end in June.
Shona Nicolson is shortly to adopt a young child so will also be going off on adoption leave, similar to maternity leave in August.

John expressed concerns about the number of job shares, changes in staff, etc which are hard to manage, disruptive for the School / pupils etc.  He feels there is a lack of thought, by the Council in terms of discussions over staffing which actually reflect individual schools’ situations and needs.  The School is not given enough advance notice about what staff they are going to have to enable them to plan effectively.  He has been in touch with Norma Young of the Highland Council regarding this and has asked that the Parent Council also contact her expressing their concerns and requesting a meeting on this matter. 
11  
Open Afternoon

There is an open afternoon in the School at 2.00 pm on 1st May to highlight the School’s work with Health and Wellbeing and the new Promoting Positive Behaviour Policy.

12
AOCB
· Ingrid had brought in information regarding “The Big Lunch” a charity event which the School could become involved with.  She is going to get further information and apply for a pack.  It was agreed that this might be a good event to have at the start of the next term.
· Big congratulations to the Primary School Rotary Quiz team who recently won the Highland Region final and go on to the Scottish Final in Perth.  Good luck to all involved.

· Sports Day this year can’t take place on the KGV park as it is out of action at the moment. John is looking into an alternative venue – possibly at the High School.

· There is a Quality Assurance Visit to the School on 21/22 May and they wished to speak to parents on the Parent Council.  This would take place on 22 May (time to be agreed).  Helen, Ingrid, Isobel and Moreen (if available) will attend.

· Hopefully lots of people are collecting the Daily Record Kits for Kids Tokens. These are due to be submitted to the School soon.  It is hoped, if enough tokens are collected, to get a new strip for the younger end of the School. 

13
Date of Next Meeting 
We are coming to the end of another School year and it was agreed that the Parent Council would go out for dinner on Saturday 1 June.  Venue to be confirmed. 
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